
d) Election of Executive Team 
e) Option for members to ask questions, put 

forward ideas etc. 

3. For those of you who would like to attend 
via Zoom, but are not confident of how to do this, 
we will offer some ‘practice’ time on Monday, 7 
September, 12 noon – 1pm. You will need to 
email Max Norden to arrange this: 
mnorden@iprimus.com.au. 

4. If you are unable to attend, you will be able 
to vote via a proxy.  Proxy forms will be emailed 
to financial members at least 30 days before the 
BGM.  This means that you can have someone 
vote on your behalf.  That person can be a 
financial member who you know will be joining 
the meeting, or you can name the Chairperson.  
Your proxy form must be received by our 
Secretary by 5pm, Friday, 11 September, 2020. 
 
Would you consider nomina ng for the 
Execu ve Team? 

At the BGM, members of the current Executive 
Team will step down.  Some have already 
indicated that they will re-nominate, while others 
have come to the end of their term.  We are very 
keen to bring on a member from Brisbane or 
Queensland, and a member from one of the 
Sydney dioceses.  Roles such as Chair, Secretary 
and Treasurer are decided at the first meeting of 
the Executive.   

Meetings are held by teleconference (Zoom) 
once a month.  For the Network to remain 
effective, there will be some tasks to be 
completed between the meetings.  A 
passion for the RCIA process and 
evangelisation is essential.  Experience 
with running the RCIA process is highly 
desirable. 

If you would like to know more, 
please contact me:  
mission@nce.catholic.org.au. 

(Con nued on page 2) 

Words from the Chair 

Dear Friends 

If Winston Churchill’s quote is true, 
that “to improve is to change; to be 
perfect is to change often”, then 
many of us must be on the road to 
perfection! 

It seems that the coronavirus 
pandemic has caused us to change 

the way we do so many things. Our work and home 
lives have changed.  Our relationships have 
changed.  And for Catholics, the way we practice 
our faith has changed. For many of you, and the 
people you have been accompanying, there will 
have been disappointment about not being able to 
celebrate the Rites of Initiation.  Many of you will be 
keenly waiting to hear when these special 
celebrations will be able to proceed. 

And, so it goes that our Network must also make 
some changes. 

It had been our hope that in July this year, we 
would have caught up with many of you at the Alive 
in the Spirit Conference in Wollongong, NSW.  We 
had been planning to bring you a variety of 
workshops on RCIA and to hold our Biennial General 
Meeting (BGM).  COVID-19 has put an end to that 
idea, so the Executive has been looking at ways to 
hold our BGM and to ensure some essential 
business is attended to.  Here is what you need to 
know. 
 
Biennial General Mee ng Details 

1. The BGM will be held on Monday, 14 
September at 5pm, via a teleconference (we will be 
using ZOOM). 

2. The BGM will have as its agenda: 

a) Chair’s Report 
b) Treasurer’s Report 
c) Voting on the new version of the CIAN 

Constitution (more information provided in 
this  edition of NN) 
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Words from the Chair 

 
A new Cons tu on for CIAN 

Our current Constitution is quite old, 
and no longer serves us well. 
Fortunately, one of our Executive 
team members is a lawyer and he 
has assisted us with the redrafting of 
the Constitution.  Comments on the 
draft will be received by Ross 
Privitelli up until 31 July 2020 
(ross@privitelli.com.au). Necessary 
changes will be made.  A final version 
will be circulated 30 days prior to the 
BGM.  At the BGM we would expect 
that the new Constitution would be 
voted in. 

To review the draft Constitution 
please go to this page on our website 
and click the Constitution resource.  

 

Financial Membership 

Thank you to the approximately 100 
people who have kept their 
membership up-to-date, and will be 
able to vote at the September BGM.  
Renewal notices will be sent to 
financial members in the coming 
months.  If you would like to support 
CIAN financially, then please go to: 
https://www.cianetwork.net/
membership.  Please note that our 
membership period runs from 1 
October to 30 September.  If you are 
not a financial member, and wish to 
vote at the September 2020 BGM, 
then please contact Mandy 
Robinson, Treasurer, to enquire 
about a reduced fee for the 
remainder of this membership 
period:  treasurer-
cianetwork@outlook.com 

Every blessing 

Sharon 

 (Con nued from page 1) 
RESOURCES 

COVID-19: Resources and Responses from 
Australian Dioceses  
Dioceses and parishes across Australia, and indeed the world, are 
delivering a great variety of resources to help us cope during this 
pandemic.   

We would encourage you to check TeamRCIA for initiatives that relate 
directly to how we can continue to accompany our catechumen and 
candidates.  Here is the link: https://teamrcia.com/.  Please note that any 
advice given regarding restrictions will be for the USA and not Australia. 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has established a web page 
with links to a range of resources from dioceses and other agencies.  They 
can be found at: https://www.catholic.org.au/prayathome 

If you are aware of any resources/initiatives that aren’t listed, please feel 
free to share them to our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/
CIANRCIA/ 

 

TeamRCIA 
Nick Wagner and Diana Macalintal of 
TeamRCIA are continuing to provide excellent 
resources, including webinars, which can greatly assist RCIA teams in 
Australia as they work out the best ways to navigate RCIA in a COVID-19 
world.  TeamRCIA has introduced a paid membership plan which will give 
you access to the very best resources for this ministry. This is especially 
helpful if you are a small team with limited access to training etc. See here 
for more details:  
https://teamrcia.lpages.co/teamrcia-membership-copy-diana/  
 

Journey Catholic Radio 
This is a weekly radio program and podcast developed by 
the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong and broadcast on 
many Australian Christian radio stations as well as 
through podcast. If you are looking for something 
uplifting to tune into, then why not give this a go:  
jcr.org.au  You can subscribe to the weekly podcast through the website. 

 

Bishop Robert Barron (USA)   
Bishop Barron has a weekly Gospel reflection online at https://
www.wordonfire.org/resources/category/homily/, this is also available as 
a podcast if you subscribe.  

 

Word on Fire (USA)  
This website has a new series called The 
Sacraments.  For more information on how to 
purchase this series, and to watch the first 
episode for free, go to: https://
sacraments.wordonfire.org/available-now.  This 
would be a great resource for parishes. 



Network News is the quarterly bulletin  
of the Christian Initiation Network Australia.  

The Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN) is a 
support network of those who share the vision of the 
catechumenate.  Its purpose is to promote the practice 
of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
through sharing ideas and challenges.  

CIAN Membership is open to all who have a  
commitment to and/or work with the RCIA  
in Australia.  

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue of  
Network News.  

To send feedback or get further information about 
items in Network News, contact the editor:  

Max Norden 
Editor, CIAN Network News 
PO Box 293, Corrimal NSW 2518  
 
M: 0414 733 823  
E: mnorden@iprimus.com.au  

The next issue will be circulated in July 2020.  

Please send stories to share, news or events  
to publicise, articles to contribute or resources  
to recommend by end of June, 2020 to the editor,  
Max Norden, (contact details above)  
or to the CIAN chair:  

Sharon Brewer 
National Centre for Evangelisation 
GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601  

M:  0466 013 534  
E:    mission@nce.catholic.org.au   


